
MORNING APPEAL. & GRAND INVITATION &agers he has been for so long. And uow con-

cerning his
LECTURE .

The first half of the discourse was com-

posed of statements and conclusions, criti-

cisms and figures referring to some of the ex-

tortions and discriminations and other hurt
ful practices of the Central Pacific Railroad
Company. The vast grants of laud bestowed

upon that corporation and the very liberal
aid given by the National Government were
alluded to and mentioned as reasons why that
company should have pursued a generous
course with the public instead of taking ad-

vantage of their position to exact excessive
rates of freight and fare from the merchants,
shippers and travellers with whom they have
dealt. The Pacific Railroads, he declared,
with truth, ware built by the people's money,
while the treatment imposed upon the people
was that of an oppressor who owed nothing

Appeal and addressing Mr. Mighels, said
that he had signed, under a misapprehension,
a certain paper inviting him, Mighels, to de-

liver a lecture in the Assembly Chamber
upon Taxation the said misapprehension
consisting of his, Howe's, want of knowledge
at the time of signing, that he, Mighels, was

going to criticise the Virginia and Truckee
Railroad management. Mr. Howe desired
his name omitted from the list of signers of
of that invitation for the reason that he did
not want to appear as endorsing Mr. Mighels'
attitude relative to the said railroad, lie,
Howe, having pledged himself to abide by
the interests of the said road.

All of which, and more, was said, without
hesitation or reserre, in presence of wit-

nesses. "

Now, putting this and that together, is it
not a fair deduction to conclude that Mr.
Mason, who is an acknowledged leader and

spokesman of aud for the Citizens'
movement did appear at the Opera House on

Monday night, as per arrangement with the

deed, are not the managers, agents, attor-

neys and apologists of the "local" roads ex-

hibiting rather too much zest in making a

stalking horse of the C. P. and hiding their
own misdeeds behind the unpopularity of the
"Bonanza aiowd?"

Is there no honor among th ?

Following some further personal allusions
Mr. Mason was good euough to explain the
reasons for the discriminations practiced by
the Virginia and Truckee Company. These

discriminations, he explained, were due to
causes over which the company had no con-

trol and were therefore excusable. He ad-

mitted that discriminations were made in
behalf of the Bonanza Companies and likened
those companies to a highwayman who com-

pels the traveller to come to his terms.

It seems to us that Mr. Mason's criticisms

upon Mr. Towne's explanation might well be

employed against himself ; and as to the

highwayman who compels the traveller to
surrender his money at the point of a pistol,
does not that malefactor find a parallel in the
"local" railroad which not only extorts an
enormous mileage for freights and fares, but,
with grasping and greedy hand, takes to itself
all the trade and traffic aud industries within
its reach? How much better or of higher
tone is the Wood Ring which juggles with
the laws so as to have the ax man at his
mercy, than the foot-pa- d who makos the be-

lated citizen stand and deliver?
Mr. Mason told his audience that M. Chas.

E. Laughton, auditor of the Virginia and
Truckee Railroad Company, was about to
favor the Legislature with a statement of the
business of that peculiarly " crooked " Rail-

road. But he had no fault to find with that
corporation for its neglect, these nine years,
to comply with the law requiring yearly state-

ments of its transactions.
With great affability Mr. Mason invited

the members of the Legislature to have a
talk with the managers and officers of the
Virginia and Truckee Railroad. This, we
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THE WILLIAMS BILL AS AMENDED

IN THE SENATE.

One word to the Assembly in regard to the
William Bill : Half a loaf is better than
none. There are reasons why the bill should
have passed as it came from the House. Hut,
it all truth, it is to be said that, independent
of the question of constitutionality (which
we will not dobate), the bill as amended j.nd

passed by the Senate will do a great deal of

good in preventing a certain class of injurious
di.-io- ruination.

Sectiou one contains the provisions most
needed in a bill prohibiting discriminations
between persons in the price of freight, time
and manner of delivery and carriage, etc.

That is to say, under the terms of this sec-

tion the local roads can not lawful'y carry
wood or other freight at a cheaper rate for a

rich man than for a poor one. Thi provision
is a most essential and necessary one.

The amendment over which so much dis-

cussion was had reads as follows and is added
to section six :

Provided, however, that nothing in this Act
shall be construed to compel a railroad con-
structed and operated wholly within this
State to carry and handle freight or transport
passengers at the same rate per ton of fieight
or per head for passeuners as may be estab
lished by schedule or fixed by agreement of

any person or railroad company, whose road
is constructed in part without this State and
Ti uose road has a greater continuous line of
rail thau roads constructed wholly within this
State.

This, if it means anything, means (in its
local sense) that the Central Pacific Company

re not to be allowed to impose their own
rates of freight and passenger travel upon the

Virginia and Truckee. That is to say, our
h eal roads are to be governed in their rates
by such laws as at present exist or may be

passed by the present or some future legisla
ture. iu other words, fares and freights
shall be regulated by a direct State statute
and not by indirection or outside schei' les

rates, agreements o contracts.
Now all we wish to say is this : 1 hat it is

evident that the Senate will not pass any
auti discrimination bill which does not con-

tain this kind of a proviso. Then follow
these propositions, namely :

Fir.4, This proviso in no way affects that
essential feature of the bill which prohibits
discriminations between person and person.

The bill as amended has pas.sed the
Senate which is that much gained to the
cause of anti discrimination between the dif-

ferent customers of the same railroad, (That
u, all pay alike there being :o rebate or cut

freights. )

Third, A half loaf being that much better
than no bread, the Assembly, it seems to us,
bad better accede to the Senate amendments.

Nothing could suit the Central Pacific

:bbyists better than for the Assembly to re-

ject the bill as amended.
Colonel Ellis, Gene ral Clarke, Col. Garrard

id other earnest railroad reformers are of
t:.e unqualified ppinion that the Meder
naeudment does not effect the validity orcon-ititutionalit-

of the bill.
The amendment same from a very sus-

picions source ; but it is Jie child of a guilty
fuar rather than the creature of effective

cunning.

If R. II. S. MASONS LECTtRE ON

FREIGHTS AND FARES.

llr. II. S. Mason has been a resident of
t!:i city for many During the time of

s residence here he has been engaged in the
business of a wholesale and retail merchant.

In 18GG Mr. Mason was nominated by the

Republicans of Onusby County as their
candidate for County Treasurer, and as such
he was elected. Ho was again nominated
aad elected by the same party in 1808, in
1370 and in 1872. S- - he was four times the
recipient of the nomination for County Treas-
urer by the Republicans of his county and
four times elected.

In 1874 he sought the nomination for a
fifth time and his name was placed before the
Republican Convention of this county as a
candidate for tnat ofti je. He was defeated by
Mr. Harry Potora by one majority. There-

upon Mr. Mason withdrew from the Repub-
lican party and took a nomination upon the
Democratic ticket, as an Anti Sharon man,
for the Legislature. He was serving a part
of his term of ofllce as County Treasurer, to
which he had been elected by Republican
votes, wheu ha accepted a Democratic nomi-

nation to the Assembly, and made himself
offensively conspicuous in his opposition to
the party which, for eight yeais, had kept
hiuj in office.

Night before last Mr. Mason was fitly in-

troduced to his audience by Hon. T. W. W.

Davies, a notorious rebel, who wfien he came
to Nevada w.is a paroled piisoner of war,
freih from the Confederate army.

Ever since his desertion of the Republican
party Mr. Mason has acted with the opponents
of that party. Last Fall he took a very
active part in the citizens' move-

ment. So much for Mr. Mason personally
aud politically. Of course he appeared at
the Opera House on Monday night aa a rep
tesontative, not of the mercantile interest! of

Ormsby County, but as a mouthpiece of the
the lylly Vardeus, one of whose chief man
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to its helpers. The enormous wealth f
Stanford it Company was hinted at in his
reference to their great palaces upon the
summit of Nob Hill, in San Francisco.

Mr. Mason's review of the Central Pacific

Company's extortionate practices and injurious
discriminations against our State were very
just and timely. He was in error, however,
in his strictures upon the Senate of the
United States with reference to the Reagan
Bill. He said that that bill was slumbering
in the hands of the special committee com-

posed of Spencer, McMillan and Dennis.
On the contrary the bill was reported back to
the Senate some days since without com-

ment.
The Towne interview as reported in the

Sacramento Rfimi-Unii- of Friday last was
taken up, criticised and ridiculed. It was
shown that the gist of Mr. Towno's explana-
tion of what we call discriminations against
the interests of Nevada was merely an admis-

sion, in substance, that a people situated aa
we arej without any facilities for compe-
titionsuch as canals, navigable rivers and the
sea are the legitimate prey of such a monop-

oly as the Central Pacific railroad. And
such, indeed, is the meaning of Mr. Towne's

strange reasonings, if they mean anything at
ill. That is to say, a people who cannot pro-

tect themselves are fair game for the rail-

roads. Certainly the practices of railroads
within our State seem to illustrate their faith
in this rather arbitrary doctrine.

As to whether the Legislature has the
power to prescribe restrictive legislation for
the regulation of freights and fares upon the
Central Pacific, Mr. Mason expressed Tin

opinion. He thought, quite rightly, how-

ever, that it were well worth while to try.
The foregoing is, so far as it goes, a fair

,nd truthful summary of Mr. Mason's coin-uiiiu- s

upon the Central Pacific Railroad, and
its management ;ii'd ctisti.ms.

JK V. 4V1) T. K. K. AVI) Hi M AM AO KM EXT.

Mr. Ma.ion said that he was moved to say
something about the Virginia & Truckee
Railroad forasmuch as there seemed to be a
raid making upon that institution with a view
to crushing it. One would think, he said,
that certain persons who had been its sti-

pendiaries, and who no longer enjoyed their
stipends, and certain persons who had been
in the habit of traveling by means of free
passes, and who no longer had any passes,
had turned against the road. This, we take
it, was intended to indicate the animus of the
movement which looks to a better and more
equitable regulation of the charges for
freights and fares maintained by the "local"
roads. If there is anyone to whom these

may be rightfully directed, ;t is

hoped that he will consider himself duly
stagmatized and, rebuked.

Mr. Mason ventured the rather wild state-
ment that the V. & T. Company, tho' au-

thorized by law to charge 20 cents per mile
for freight and 10 cents per miie per passen-

ger, charged but half these rates. Now in
view of the fact that the company charges

per ton for freights from Reno to Carson,
30 miles, and that the charge for every pack
age of KM) pounds and less weight, is 35
cents for the same service, we incline to the
opinion that Mr. Mason's arithmetic is in
fault.

Follow ing some allusions to his own rela
tions of a political natuie having refer
ence to the V. ifr T. R. 1. Company, Mr.
Mason proceeded to criticise the Gaston
.Sill, whose piovisions he seemed ro regard as

calculated to work injustice to the " local"
roads.

As to the balance sheet quoted by Mr.

Mighels. Mr. Mas.n mado the entirely un
warranted and erroneous statement that the
same was f jrnished by Mr. Geo. A. King, of

Virginia City, and that the figures quoted
had reference to the unusual rush of busi-

ness which followed the Virginia City fire of

October, 1875. If Mr. Mason had read the
report of Mr. Mighels' speech in Virginia
City as published in the Virginia Chrtmicle of
the 28th ult. , he would not probably have
charged that balance sheet to Mr. King.
The fact is Mr. King has not, either directly
or indirectly, furnished Mr. Mighels one lino
of information concerning the affairs of the
V. & T. R. R. company, nor placed him in
possession, by word of mouth or otherwise,
of any figures, sums or estimates relating to
that corporation Mr. Mason and his cli-

ent of the V. and T. must look nearer home.
Was not Mr. Mason, in employing Mr.

Geo. A. King's name, willing to make it
seem as if the Bonanza people were

diking part in this railroad movement? In

Virginia and Truckee Railroad Company or
its agent and employes, to put their case in

its best light, and furnish the needed excuses
and pretexts to Mr. Howe and his fellow
"Citizens" in the Legislature, for voting
against any bills which may in any manner
be objected to by the said company, or militate

against the purposes aud practices of that
corporation? Indeed, is it not a fair infer-

ence, that such is the case?

In conclusion let it bo said that neither the
Morn'.nl; Appeal nor its conductor has any
desire to make a " raid " upon nor yet to
"crush" the Virginia and Truckee or any
other railroad. What it demands of all t lie rail-

roads doing business in this State is a decent

respect for the laws and as decent a regard
for the rights and interests of the people by
whom they are surrounded and who sustain a

heavy annual tax on account of the principal
and interest of a debt incurred in their behalf.
Moreover it is to be said that if we have any
preference for the manner and method of

disciplinary and curative legislation, the same
has been already expressed in a bill proposed
by us, under whose terms the railroads doing
business in this State and amenable to the
law thereof, shall be subjected to a reduc-

tion of a certain per cent, upon their present
high rate of freights aud fares such legisla-
tion being coupled with such other enact-

ment as shall prevent discriminations, and
can so the Railroad Companies to observe the
laws requiring annual reports of all their

transactions, made and signed under oath.
As to Mr. Mason's lecture, if the Virginia

and Truckee Railroad Company thiuk their
cause benefitted by such transparent lobbying
done in the name of Dolly Varden, they are

easily reassured and their apprehensions very
readily quieted.
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suppose, is by authority, as it were. If so,
Mr. D. O. Mills and his associates are cer
tainly very obliging. If we understood Mr.
Mason aright, he rather reprehended the
sometime prevalent custom of talking to
Steve Gaige, or other gentlemen of the Cen-

tral Pacific Railway lobby, it is evident that
he does not fully concur in the homely axiom
that what is "sauce for the goose is sauce for
the gander."

The usual plea in behalf of the mploye's
wages was urged by Mr. Mason ; who forgot
to say that it was through the deliberate pur
pose of the Virginia and Truckee managers
that the poor white rueu of Empire were

despoiled of their little wage as laborer em

ployed in taking the CarsoA River wood drive
from the Spanish Ditch, themselves being
superseded by Chinamen.

Indeed, we fear that there were those pros
ent at Mr. Mason's lecture who entertained
doubts as to his sincerity when he declared,
as several times he did declare, that in chang- -

ine the tune and tone of his discourse so as

to excuse the practices of the Virginia and
Trucker Company, after so severely criticis
ing the Centra! Pacific, he was " not apologia
ing for the the Virginia find Truckee Rail
road ;" for

Not one word had lie to say ,is to the vast
profits which are monthly sweiling the pro
digious wealth of D. O. Mills;

Not once did he allude to the fact that the
Virginia and Truckee Railroad never cost its
owners one dollar of outlay and that they, as
well as the Central Pacific, were fattening off
the bounty of the people ;

Not once did he allude to thn cruel and
hurtful practices of the Wood and Lumber
Ring, which is as much a part of the Virginia
and Truckee Railroad Company as the Con-

tract and Finance Committee is f the Cen-

tral Pacific ;

Not once did he tell his audiance that the
Glenbrook saw mills have fallen a prey to the
rapacity of D. O. Mills & Company;

Not once did he point out th fact that in
all points where evasion is possible, the Vir-

ginia and Truckee Railroad Company has
evaded the laws ;

Never did he by even the most remote ref-

erence remind his auditors of the fact that,
according to their means and the favors they
hava enjoyed, the Virginia and Truckee Rail-

road pays the smallest tax that is paid within
the County of Oruisby.

A LEGITIMATE IJTFEBBNCE.

The accusation is boldly made that the
managers, agents and of the

Citizens' movement in Ormby county
last Fall did, so far as their Legislative ticket
is concerned, agree with the Virginia and
Truckee Railroad-Compan- y that the interests
of the said company should be protected by
the nominees upon the said Legislative ticket,
provided they received the support of the

Virginia and Truckee company through it

employes and agonts, and were elected. In
other words, the said Citizen, while pre-

tending to be opposed to the regular Repub-
lican nominees npon the ground of their too
close alliance with the railroad, themselves
did go and make such a bargain and alliance
with the oflicers, friends and employe of the

company as should ensure their election. If
anyone doubt thi let him read the follow-

ing explicit statement.
" On Thursday, the 16th day of January

last, Hon. H H. Howe, one of the members
of the Assembly elected to the Legislature by
the Citizens' party of Oruwby
County, came to the office of th Moururo


